






•JuniiitR S. DlHr t v 
Clover Li ok, '.«• * u . 

1*0 C AH 0 w jo l ' 1 "£ 

c- .<oli£ i on 

:.:o'j::r -io:i :.:j?jiOT>i„? :;?icoopai, cmncn— lu am. 

In the early 1800' s the llethodiet jipisooprl church hud 
three old log church buildings, nanlln Chapel on cton;.- creek, 
nev -8leu at ureeribank and lit. clou near r'roet.'rhere had of 
course been the little hhlte Pole Church built by John ucile^l. 
but It had been discontinued after a short tine, then there 
had been the Millstone Kun Church built on lands- of John Jordan 
in the 1820* b but this church hrd been destroyed b;: fire. 

^ Tradition is that old Jit’ kion v« B built in 1808 on the 
lands of ^elix Grimes rho settled in this community in 1^70. 
i^cny of the people of the community have pictures of this oia 

c .mch oi] ”hich is ,? ritton 1 Old Mount 2ion Church near iJ’roBty 
. est Virginia, built during the year 1830;»and the people h&v e 
accepted that as the date vhen it v/as built. no one 1movi ^ust 
vh; that -.late is given as there Are no records to shov that it. 
ic correct unless it vle in that year that people began to 
sho’ lu : uterest in reparing this old building, iou rill notice 
in the enclosed deed that reference is mede teahouse on the land 
Mrs. Alice -harp of J»‘rost, oldest living resident of t • e -ion 
com unity, tells me that she had heard John V<cnlePR ray that th« 

old log buildiiig hod Ve r ..j thex’e.hov long no one kne r , but It 
hai not been used for none line as i place of vorehip end in the 

lo./O'f. t r.^Tenant rne made to repair it and unl:o it into r plec 
of worship for the Methodist Mpiecoprl denomination. Vhe deed 



t iven on -e. tomtef G, 


1QCG by GhnrleB urinuD Icon of tfelir) 


nartha his vifg, land consisting of tvo nerc-s and SI poles 
for the j ura of >. 5 . 00 to Jumee V.'anises, William lioore, John 

tailless, James Grimes, John Sharp, henry Aroopart, and John 
V,au e h. trustees. 

On Jiovomber SO, 1848 in a report "by the trustees, Hartin 

Dillei , Washington uoore and Ueverly Waugh, t~=^ ' state that the 
building is completed to the ceiling. That the cost of the 

church 'fie about v500. and that ^50. should finish it. In that 
same year, Preston lioore, Harvey Curry and Hoses lioore v ere 
appointed trustees to fill vacancies '"hioh had occurred. This 
is s he’"n log building, the croche being doubed v *ith rud. 'The 
r 3 of res of shingles. 

C&lvin Price says that such churches rs lit. -.ion, Hamlin 
Chapel and Her Salem rare built as community churches and '"ere 
used by every one regardless of denomination, and that no 
thought v as given to procuring a deed for them until the 
uethodist Protestants vithdrer from the Methodist church in 1850, 
then a scramble was made to get thee deeded,perhaps so the f-.P’s 


could not lay claim to them. 

♦ This old church originally had a gallery for the use 

of the slaves ovned by the Dilley* and wimes families of the 
eouir.unity, but this gallery ...t token out fifty or sir.ty years 
ago, end no trace of it hjv: remains. 

u oumuel ..augh ras one of the original members of old in. 
\ im church, one of the strongholds of its denomination for so 
L-r.uy years. Beverly laugh, son of 3anuel, res an estintV.s wtu 



•-■e led the ut. -ion cl„„ for ,, 

’ r ‘ rp » r,, il i'ielloa tho poFltJon 

to the regret or hia uhriatian i 

for him to movo to the Litti r ‘’ , ' hr eu '" h °n it became nocc Ferry 

houorable reputation „e a *» » 

. . gentlemen auu a chriatiau. The »„ 

dohn caugh, another eon of Samuel i 

for tan., roeaoua. He »«, , , ’ ' °f renenberruce 

- skillful rorker in me tele. e>: celling 

iii t.c manufacturing of hn OI - 

school anl preferred the ' ” teir ' PerU1B RX8P \ J1 * « 1 ho taught 
his United ” 8 V ° Uel He Odiously improved 

v . x V. , opportunities for mental ir.provr.ent, and became a 
' ell inforned, intelligent 1-1 + 1 

Oiti-en, and had hie ovn veil matured 
opinions about questions of puhu- *„ + 

public interest. He v.ae for many 

ears a prominent member of the iSr ■ < 

the lit. «ion church and r. local 
preacher that seems to have but -m- + , 

. . “ "' L6 re C er d for vhnt persons 

fc Sa ' 7 a '° Ut Ms diee — - -a a parable about throe ing 
stones in the dark at certain things. „„ a if t v t , e „„ an out . 

cry he Jtnev that something v r . B hit. ( The Bnr -s me referred to in 

] the old Stevr-rdF Book. 

-^augh and nenry Arbogast mere alEolocelJfet , , 
.' ' " ** 1,i0ninente - 11 wants Waugh, the brother of 


Jsoob. Who preached his across the continent. 

cot-.e of the class leaders after the Oivil War were hr.vjj 
crimes, Uoivsn Crimes, Hanson nilley and John W. (irlnee. 

* Jlf ound 1850 the Moores, Horrings ana Wurrys 'ho hed been 
members of lit. -ion, built Mount Vernon church on knepps Creek, 
■...I -ithdrev from Ut. -ion. Yhis church perhaps Uilt tors’ 

f3/ convenience, rather then because of 8.iy dieratieffiotion ‘ 
ii zhn rnebbers. 

„ tir.fl in the history of this uhurch, the Vfwilese, 

ier. l ni ti t farilies of upper vhorny ure«k undertook to 


V 


build a okuroh of their ov ,„ . 

, • 11 • -wir. 


loing hevn vere so^od on 


l0LB Au thia church instead of 


• ' ’ m on q em- Rlll ' o: 

vere notched at tho end a ro ^ ^ J ° hH ' r<RnleeR ' ond 

naming it UaueoeeBn-v a , th0;> ’ fit “lotely together 

' y t0 dfiy h the erncks < 

v}'.:; th 6 S 3 naoni*. * G not kllOT?n 


thSS? '“»«• «™«t a ohuroh. ,,ut ' , ^ , “ t 

ecu no dissagreenent , iF 1,ell Gvcd the-e hr a 


been no dissafc-reeaent in V e uht ’..J 

the rfe£,rn - 7 Ure °* ofcuroh was not „„„ 


v 'hen for some re? son 


'’ee not copuif^eH 

ubfudoned. the .eopio returned to u t 

, **• “ion v>here s >mo n-r 


descendants still v-orshir Thip i - - 8 me of their 

- • hie log church on xhornv creel yhii* 
not completed, used f.-, ’ 16 

• W-.4 foe a nunber of year8 „„ . „ 

place, oohn wrnless gave rv e n 
. ' ‘ 0fiS to • ,BkB dhrader and he urea 

SS - 1 °° Ula * or this church, hut it 

built on lend belong to the harness fet.il, ( .nd is net 

ovued by Joe ■C’erti^. It w«q r,, -t 

11 cho rodeside, thout one-fourth 

Kile I,S1 ° V ' Vh0 ^' houee, end near .here Wauleee 

hsi his grist and saw till. The pi aee ls 8till onlle4 

b urch hollow. Ho one knows when it was built, hut tone heliere 


the Cifll hpre 


50X6 uivil w «* broke out and the people of The Hil!*,-*a 


si.- e” here, took riles;, the Grimes and others remaining **ith the 
union and the Dilleyf, traders and iloores ioini t Uri 


lu the ^ ear of ldG7 v ben a preacher by the name of Waugh -4th 
£0Ce otner J federates, vent to 111 . uion to hold cervices they 


found the church locned n:d the Union pen aroused In their Vlue 


uniforms stationed -t various points f round the church lot. They 
dia not tr; to L *«in ejt/f.uc- to the church hut preached fror. the 


il 'Mnrlly '•ithdrer Mid built Bethel church, 




* *t one time rhile there H 

chu,cfc a roan by tha „ nme of aha *’ U<mtTOM "> ln «• 

bot through tha floor of tv.o 
church. This, door vas raplnead n „ 

* * a y ' nav 0ne fi nfl cor^ri) urine e 

took the old door vlth the b 

holes to hie log 1 cabin pnd 

for nsf.n;. years this oia aoor reran,,** 

renr.inea a pt rt of hir house. It 

is still to be seen nt the h-,,"* n 

-e Ox ueorge iianbrick.o son in-In’-. 

* uouut Tabor school hou R Vf1B * • ' 

-e vae at one tir.e an outpost of 

*-ount ^ion church. There wLs 0 uit« 0 

quite a class Ox uethodiste at this 

place. 

* curing the pastorate of rev. ranee;,, the old church nee 


naterialjy repaired. u*he old shingle roof .-os replaced by e 
netcl roof, and the old logs vero covered over on the outside 
v ith t metal siding, some new eill vere put in, nev v indot b 
installed and it vns painted on the inside. This metal siding 


that v'es put on the outside v.ns painted rea in the first piece, 


and remained such until in 1954 '"hen it ^eb printed '*hite. 

In 1&52, otrickler noover bought paint and printed the church 

a c elu on the inside. 

w lit. -ion ras at first on the Huntersville circuit, then 
rhen the churches divided rnd nt. 5ion remained "ith the north 
vhile Huntersville rnd other churches on The circuit vent rith 
the south, it ' f fc made- ri; r pgoiutroi-t on the ProEt circuit, rnd 
fro c about IwO to Ibcti it vrn on the Arlotalc circuit, but it 
has t e ain become »n •ppoiutnent on the Huntersville circuit. 

;. LrC.let nid ue organised in 1 p54 during the pret orate 
0 ; <ev. i. -• Deris , vith Juanita Dilley as president, xherc 
-ere fifteen mergers. During that year this organisation 





v irked very hard to hm 

™a 9 oortforte ^ ' ,< ®“ eponPnrea 

——<jz z: zr e *«—«- - 

^ paid, one-third ->f the preachers 

oaur;.. bought pnlnt to palnt th> outolao , f t „ # ^ ^ 

men contributed their tire 

lil dill tl e painting, end everythin* 
-ae golag along «».. until the people hope., to lone faitb in 
j.. etcher 1 eci-.ue t'oy thought he did not walk the strright 
end narrow path. After a while some of the old and loyal, working 
members became eo disgusted with the whole aifair that tv e y 
began one by one to leave the church and go to neighboring 
churches. Some of the members refused to carry on the work of 
the Lelies Aid, and the retult of it all tu tl t t by llCC there 
1 - L 2 - D ‘ l - • i- « Sunday school, \ berets in 1954 there had been fii 
enrollment 3f near 75 in the Sunday school and much interest 


shorn by every one. (During the period ly55 to 1957 feelings were 
t lriort as intense as in the reconstruction period following the 
Uivil b'or). It will be many years before the church rill be 

back to there it vr.e before this disor t min tion v. h place. 
However, Hr. and Mrs. Dnerson Herman, Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Shrader, 

a)id others made an effort to feorgeidiie the v.1 urc'. , a SvuidJ y 


school vi f organized and s new prercher -t.p sent to take charte 
jf the circuit. 

ihere is being put forth an effort to again unit -it. -ion 


«***j Bethel churches, The preacher has services at nt. -ion one 
appointment and at nathel the nert. They have Sunday school 

at one church one Sunday and it the other the neort. However, 
some of the people have for many years, i tteuded both churohes, 
but neither of them v ant to entirely . ive up their church and 


*“ both olTOu . 

; arvic*.® '«»• ' 3J*i:od ver,v '’•oi* „ ' ll * f, ltempting ?.'.e 

... ! • Ml. ' 


# *»<>® 0 the Hioat fnJt>,-p„T 

"ithful uiotr.lierp 


ru,r,, ei .„ of tl)le uhuruh , ror 

10::6 to ly 3 £ v-ere; Uda Dry, i> eDrl u 

jf’crtig, Une i’ertig, An i0 o Pertl* it ' * i, ' rtle ^ srtl e. bertha 

lg * ° e0r ^ ^rti P , Florence Fortig, 
^t.utie Luiabricn, John ^rtmee, Charle* v 

tioore, Xia*r.tie riiceB, 

At iioudi-ehell, *ffie aoudyBhell , llfl A 

. -na a. aoorer, vith 
Odn Gay, iiertha ^ertig and j ohn Gj . 4 _ u 

onn urinee es clbb 3 leaders. 

Jhe history of «t. 1*1 on has alme „ orn , one 

,ut in o.i^of . fev ma 3 ,r disagreement, «£ old Z has 

„eo„ the scene of many old time revival meetInga end many people 
can look heck on it as great place 0 f rorahlp. linen the chnrchee 
vere united there «*. none talk of die continuing ut. -ion. rone 
even v anted to tear it donn, hut some one got mare than a 
hundred signers on a petition to keep the old church ar a land 
mark. It is believed to ho the oldest church in the county, 
that still stands and is still used. There is tone talk of 
removing the metal covering from the outsido and restoring it t: 
its original state. 

Lours Crimes is collecting money to put f. nev- 
fence around the church lot and Furroundiiig cemetery that ie 
the resting place of so r.finy of the old pioneers of this 
eomcuni V. 


ir church records. 

* Prices history. 

i li’ei In this cor.* unit; 
for . ix • errs end itnev 
r re one 11;, the history 
?f the church luring 
that ti T .c ml lerrnod 


i’ron -Ctilvin Price, Alice iSharp, 

. ji. Dilley, Lizzie Vpugh, 
u. chorp, Lours Grinee, 

I'Ve 1 Pertig, u. U. lloore 
9 hrttio Urmhriok 




